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Evaluation Criteria

In choosing 10 of the best resources for use in an inquiry on Refugees I have considered the following 
criteria based on recommendations found in ERAC’s Evaluating, Selecting and Acquiring Learning 
Resources guide.

Is the resource…

● Aligned with the new curriculum?
● Appropriate for range of abilities?
● Relevant? Accurate?

Does the resource...

● Deal with real world experiences?
● Contain interesting and engaging visuals?
● Encourage students to consider other perspectives?



Criteria 

Aligned with 
the new 
curriculum?

Grade 5 Social Studies:
● Immigration and multiculturalism continue to shape Canadian society and identity 
● Human rights and responses to discrimination in Canadian society

Core Competencies:
● Critical Thinking 

○ I can analyze different perspectives
○ I can analyze my own assumptions and beliefs and consider views that do not fit with them
○ I can tell the difference between facts and interpretations, opinions or judgements
○ I can ask open ended questions and gather information

● Positive Personal and Cultural Identity:
○ I understand that my identity is made of many interconnected aspects

● Personal Awareness and Responsibility:
○ I take the initiative to inform myself about controversial issues 

● Social Responsibility:
○ I can demonstrate respectful, inclusive behaviour
○ I can advocate for others
○ I take action to support diversity and defend human rights, and can identify how diversity is 

beneficial for my community
○ I am aware of how others may feel and take steps to help them feel included



Appropriate for 
range of 
abilities/learning 
styles?

While this inquiry is intended for a Grade 5 class it is important to take consideration of the 
fact that within any class there is a wide range of abilities. When choosing the top 10 
resources consideration was given to whether the resources were appropriate for the 
diversity of abilities. This also involved ensuring I included resources of a wide variety of 
forms (picture books, novel in verse, graphic novel, video, song, etc) in order to appeal to 
the wide range of learners and not simply fall back on what may traditionally be considered 
a resource. 

Relevant? 
Accurate?

When presenting materials to students it is imperative that we ensure the materials contain 
relevant and accurate information. It can be beneficial to have this discussion with students - 
presenting them with an outdated resource and discussing why it may not be an effective 
resource to pursue and how to find alternatives. In creating this collection I ensured all 
resources were current, the oldest being 11 years old (yet still incredibly relevant to today’s 
world) but the majority being from the last few years. Of course, just because a book is 
current does not mean it will necessarily be accurate and so attention must be given to 
content accuracy as well as timeliness. 

Deal with real world 
experiences?

Are students able to make connections to the material either from their own lives or from 
current events happening in our community/country/world? Attention was paid to whether 
students would find authentic connections with the resources as this will lead to greater 
engagement with material and with inquiry as a whole. Ensuring to include resources 
focused on children of a similar age as the students engaged in the inquiry helps to lead to 
great engagement as students are able to more easily to identify with the characters. 



Contain interesting 
and engaging 
visuals?

This connects with ensuring our resources are applicable to the diversity of learners 
in our classrooms. Teaching our students to ‘read’ the pictures is a valuable skill 
and it is incredible what can be learned from a good visual, whether that be an 
illustration, photograph, map, or other image. This collection includes resources with 
a range of visuals both realistic and artistic, each appealing to different emotions 
and allowing for different kinds of engagement with the work. 

Encourage students 
to consider other 
perspectives?

In order to nurture the development of empathetic citizens it is essential that we 
present our students with resources that will help them see the world from multiple 
perspectives. The ability to put one’s self in someone else’s shoes is something that 
can be taught and encouraged through the use of books and other resources. 

Educational Resource Acquisition Consortium (ERAC). (2008). Evaluating, selecting and acquiring learning resources: 

A guide. Vancouver, BC: ERAC.

British Columbia Ministry of Education. BC’s New Curriculum. Retrieved from 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/social-studies/5

http://bcerac.ca/resources/whitepapers/docs/ERAC_WB.pdf
http://bcerac.ca/resources/whitepapers/docs/ERAC_WB.pdf
http://bcerac.ca/resources/whitepapers/docs/ERAC_WB.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/social-studies/5
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/social-studies/5


Resource List 
Described in greater detail on following pages

Applegate, K. (2007). Home of the brave. New York, NY: Square Fish.

Compositions for a Cause. (2016, June 20). Running: Refugee song (Video file). Retrieved from 
https://youtu.be/Rhfo3oBYDPA 

Fransman, K. (2014). Over under sideways down. London, UK: British Red Cross. 

Guest speaker (exact speaker varies depending on ability and community)

Leatherdale, M. & Shakespeare, E. (2017). Stormy seas: Stories of young boat refugees. Toronto, ON: Annick Press.   

McCarney, R. (2017). Where will I live? Toronto, ON: Second Story Press.

Ruurs, M. (2016). Stepping stones: A refugee family's journey. Victoria, BC: Orca Publishing.

Sanna, F. (2016). The journey. London, UK: Flying Eye Books.

Tan, S. (2006). The arrival. New York, NY: Arthur A. Levine Books. 

UNICEF. (2013, August 21). Syrian Children - Refugee Camp Niroz (Video file). Retrieved from 
https://youtu.be/_IlLwfC2dNc 

https://youtu.be/Rhfo3oBYDPA
https://youtu.be/Rhfo3oBYDPA
https://youtu.be/Rhfo3oBYDPA
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Home of the Brave
By Katherine Applegate 

Applegate, K. (2007). Home of the brave. New York, 
NY: Square Fish.



Home of the Brave 

Home of the Brave, by Katherine Applegate, is a 
beautiful book written in verse about the refugee 
experience of a young boy named Kek. Applegate’s 
writing puts the reader in Kek’s shoes as he 
experiences so many new things in a country so 
different from his own. Through Kek’s struggles 
and, later, his joys, we can begin to develop an 
understanding of how it might feel to be a young 
refugee settling into a new life. 

Click here to hear the first few chapters read aloud. 

“Today, tomorrow, sooner or later, you will meet someone who is lost, just 
as you yourself have been lost, and as you will be lost again someday. 

And when that happens, it is your duty to say "I've been lost, too. Let me 
help you find your way home.” 

 Katherine Applegate, Home of the Brave

Summary

Home of the Brave would be a very effective 
read-aloud during an inquiry unit on refugees. It 
opens up the possibility for much discussion. While 
valuable for many reasons, Home of the Brave 
would especially be effective in a Grade 5 class as 
Kek, the main character, is about the same age as 
the students and, therefore, opens up the 
possibility for students to make authentic 
connections to the experiences described. 

The chapters of Home of the Brave can also be 
used in small group activities where each group is 
given a chapter and asked to consider different 
questions or make connections to then share with 
the class. 

Inquiry Applications 

https://youtu.be/mD_mzZCHjAQ
https://youtu.be/mD_mzZCHjAQ
https://youtu.be/mD_mzZCHjAQ


Running
featuring Gregory Porter, Common, 

Keyon Harrold and Andrea 
Pizziconi

Compositions for a Cause. (2016, June 20). 
Running: Refugee song (Video file). Retrieved 
from https://youtu.be/Rhfo3oBYDPA 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rhfo3oBYDPA
https://youtu.be/Rhfo3oBYDPA


Running

Music is an incredibly powerful tool through which 
to communicate. Music has the power to touch 
people’s lives and hearts in indescribable ways. 

Running, a song by Compositions for a Cause, puts 
words and images to the refugee experience in a 
meaningful and unique way and I believe it would 
be an extremely effective addition to an inquiry unit 
resource collection on the subject of refugees. 

See here for song lyrics: Running - Refugee Song

Summary

A song is a poem put to music. Using this resource 
illustrates to students another form they could use 
to share their inquiry learning - through music. 
Gone are the days when poster board projects are 
the go-to end result of all projects and we want to 
help inspire students to share their learning in 
ways that are meaningful to them. 

This song also provides auditory learners with an 
insight into the refugee experience that they may 
not gain from reading a book. It is important that 
we are aware of the different learning styles of our 
students in order to present them with a suitable 
selection of resources. 

Inquiry Applications 

“I’m a ghost but not finished, I will rise”

- Running

http://refugeesong.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Refugee-Song-Lyrics.pdf


Over Under 
Sideways Down 

By Karrie Fransman 

Click image to go to story. 

Fransman, K. (2014). Over under sideways down. 
London, UK: British Red Cross. 

http://webapps.redcross.org.uk/RefugeeWeekComic/


Over Under Sideways Down

Over Under Sideways Down is a graphic novel 
created by Karrie Fransman in recognition of 
Refugee Week in 2014. The story is based on the 
real life experience of Ebrahim, a refugee who was 
forced to leave his home in Iran when he was 15 
years old. The story follows his journey through the 
uncertainty and fear experienced by so many 
refugees who must flee for their safety. It also 
shares the joys and successes Ebrahim’s resiliency 
brought him as he ends up going to university and 
being cast in a film about the refugee experience 
called Leave to Remain. The graphic novel format 
proves an effective way to tell the story and will 
appeal to students in Grade 5 and up. 

Summary
The graphic novel format is one of the main 
reasons I have included this resource in the Top 
Ten Collection. Students are very much attracted 
to the graphic novel format and I believe that this 
would encourage them to read Over Under 
Sideways Down. Additionally, it is a resource that 
is available for free online and so it is accessible to 
all. Over Under Sideways Down follows the life of 
a refugee teen over the years as he goes through 
hardship in his new home but also as he 
experiences successes and begins to build a new 
life. This story could be used to help launch an 
inquiry into the lives of refugees after they settle 
into their new homes. Does life in their new home 
improve? Are refugees grateful to be somewhere 
safe or do they forever long to go back home? 
These are some of the questions that could come 
from the reading of this book. 

Inquiry Applications 

“He stepped out the door and into an unknown 
and hostile world.”

Karrie Fransman, Over Under Sideways Down

http://leave2remainthefilm.com


Guest Speaker 

Guest speaking to Grade 4/5 students about his experience 
as an immigrant to Canada from Argentina 



Guest Speaker

Student can learn so much from literature, but there is nothing quite like the first hand experience of 
speaking with someone who has actually been through an experience that you are learning about. Inviting a 
guest to speak about his/her experiences will lead to memorable learning and also the valuable opportunity 
of being able to actually ask questions. 

Having a guest speaker who has come to Canada as a refugee brings the situation to life for children, it is no 
longer something that just happens in books, or just happens far away, but it is something that touches lives 
here in our own communities. 

While having a guest come to the school would be very valuable, it can also be worthwhile to encourage 
students to interview someone else that they know who has gone through these experiences. Whether that 
be a family member or someone from their community, these conversations will help to build connections 
and deepen students’ empathy for the experiences of others. 

Inquiry Applications 



Stormy Seas
Stories of Young 

Boat Refugees
By Mary Beth Leatherdale
and Eleanor Shakespeare

Leatherdale, M. & Shakespeare, E. (2017). Stormy 
seas: Stories of young boat refugees. Toronto, ON: 
Annick Press.   



Stormy Seas

This resource, produced with the support of the 
Canada Council for the Arts, the Ontario Arts 
Council, and the Government of Canada, takes a 
look at the plight of young boat refugees 
throughout history. It focuses on the stories of five 
different young people who had to flee their home 
by boat in search of safety. Ruth fled from the 
Nazis in WWII, Phu left Vietnam, Jose fled from 
Cuba, Najeeba from Afghanistan, and Mohamed 
from the Ivory Coast. The book, resembles al 
scrapbook in its format. It is visually appealing 
and accessible for young readers. Its use of 
photographs, combined with illustrations, create 
for an interesting design that truly engages its 
readers. 

Summary

This book would prove to be a very helpful resource for 
students interested in learning more about the real life 
experiences of young people who were forced to leave 
their homes throughout history. Students today are quite 
familiar with the idea of refugees simply from the news or 
media but this book gives students some background 
into the history of refugees. This resource is also very 
valuable in that it includes, in each chapter, a look at 
what happened to that individual once they had arrived in 
their new land. This could inspire students to look at the 
stories of other refugee children to try and discover what 
happened next for them in their new homes. Students 
could also interview refugees in their community to learn 
first hand what life was like for them after arriving in 
Canada. 

Inquiry Applications 



Where Will I Live?
By Rosemary McCarney

McCarney, R. (2017). Where will I live? 
Toronto, ON: Second Story Press.



Where Will I Live?

Rosemary McCarney, Canada’s Ambassador and 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
and the Conference of Disarmament, has created a 
beautiful photographic look at the plight of refugee 
children around the world. Vibrant photographs 
(provided by the United Nations High Commission 
for Refugees) from around the world paired with 
simple text gives the reader an insight into what it 
means to be a refugee and encourages one to 
consider that having a home and safe place to 
sleep at night is not a reality for everyone in our 
world. 

Summary

The use of photographs in this book opens it up to 
many possibilities for use in the classroom. Each 
photograph is labeled with the country it is from 
and this could be used as a starting point for 
students to look further at the refugee situations in 
each of the countries. 

Additionally, this book encourages the reader to 
consider his/her role in the refugee crisis. How can 
we welcome refugees into our school and 
community? What role can we play? The following 
video is a powerful accompaniment to this theme:

Canadian Children Welcome Syrian Refugees 
to Canada 

Inquiry Applications 

“After such a long journey, and such a long wait, I hope 
someone smiles and says ‘Welcome home.’ I hope that 

someone is you.”

Rosemary McCarney, Where Will I Live

https://youtu.be/mINeZ28wC0I
https://youtu.be/mINeZ28wC0I
https://youtu.be/mINeZ28wC0I
https://youtu.be/mINeZ28wC0I
https://youtu.be/mINeZ28wC0I


Stepping 
Stones

By Margriet Ruurs
Artwork by Nizar Ali Badr

Ruurs, M. (2016). Stepping stones: A refugee 
family's journey. Victoria, BC: Orca Publishing.



Stepping Stones

This book is written by Saltspring Island's Margriet 
Ruurs and is accompanied by the incredible stone 
artwork of Syrian artist, Nizar Ali Badr. It is the story 
of a refugee family forced to leave their home due to 
war and travel to a new country. This book is written 
in English and Arabic and is an incredibly powerful 
and beautiful story depicting the feelings of fear, pain, 
and hope experienced by so many refugee families. 
With current events being what they are in our world 
our students deserve books such as this in order to 
help process and understand all that they may be 
hearing on the news or in the media.

Summary
The artwork in this book is incredibly unique and the story behind it so 
interesting. Margriet Ruur’s writes of first encountering Nizar Ali 
Badr’s art on Facebook and how she was entranced by the emotion 
he could convey using stones as his medium. The partnership 
between Ali Badr, a Syrian artist, and Ruur’s is really what makes this 
story the masterpiece that it is. I would use this to launch our own Ali 
Badr inspired art in nature. While this may not seem directly related to 
the inquiry itself I believe the discussion that can come out of it would 
be powerful. Words are not always needed to convey emotion, 
sometimes art can be the most powerful display of emotion of all. 

Inquiry Applications 

“A river of strangers in search of a place to be free, to 
live and laugh, to love again. In search of a place 

where bombs did not fall, where people did not die on 
their way to the market. A river of people in search of 

peace.”

-  Margriet Ruurs, Stepping Stones



The Journey
By Francesca Sanna

Sanna, F. (2016). The journey. London, UK: 
Flying Eye Books.



The Journey

In the Author’s Note Sanna speaks of her desire to 
write a story that was inspired by the meeting of 
two refugee girls she met in Italy. This story, 
however, is not solely theirs, but rather a mosaic of 
the journeys of so many refugees and a testament 
to their strength and resiliency. The Journey is a 
powerful addition to any discussion on refugees 
and the realities of war. During a time in which 
these topics are so often in the media it is essential 
that there are opportunities in the classroom for 
children to grapple with these issues and using 
books such as this one can be an effective starting 
point for these discussions.

Summary

This book could be used as a read aloud at the 
beginning of an inquiry into refugees. Picture 
books can be such valuable ways to launch into an 
inquiry, no matter if the students are in 
kindergarten or high school. As you read this story 
connections can be made to the emotions 
experienced by the narrator, sparking important 
discussions about what it might feel like to be a 
refugee. 

A valuable aspect of The Journey is that it is not 
about any one specific experience so it could be 
used to compare and contrast with other stories or 
real life events that are learned about. How is this 
family’s experience like that of those we read 
about in the news? Or in other resources that are a 
part of this unit?

Inquiry Applications 

“From the train I look up to the birds that seem to be following 
us… They are migrating just like us. And their journey is very 

long too, but they don’t have to cross any borders.”

Francesca Sanna, The Journey



The Arrival 
By Shaun Tan

Tan, S. (2006). The arrival. New York, NY: Arthur A. 
Levine Books. 



The Arrival

Shaun Tan’s The Arrival is a wordless 
masterpiece that truly encapsulates a refugee 
experience. The wordless nature of the story 
allows for multiple interpretations of the story and 
encourages students to make connections to prior 
knowledge or experiences to support their own 
perspective of the story.  

Summary

The Arrival can be used at the beginning of an 
inquiry on refugees. Select a collection of 
illustrations from the book and display on projector 
screen for students to see. Go through the process 
of, “I see, I think/infer, I wonder” for each picture 
allowing students to discuss in partners and with 
the whole class. Through reading the pictures of 
Tan’s The Arrival it is possible for students to 
understand the essence of the story and the 
inferences made are always very insightful.

You can also share this story using a video version 
(on next page) that has been put together with 
pictures and music. This multimedia presentation of 
the book is very powerful. 

Inquiry Applications 



Part I Part II

The Arrival

Retrieved from https://youtu.be/1nJKse-UCFM Retrieved from https://youtu.be/knnEJnohSbo 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nJKse-UCFM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=knnEJnohSbo
https://youtu.be/1nJKse-UCFM
https://youtu.be/knnEJnohSbo


Syrian Children 
Refugee Camp 

Niroz | UNICEF

UNICEF. (2013, August 21). Syrian Children - 
Refugee Camp Niroz (Video file). Retrieved from 
https://youtu.be/_IlLwfC2dNc 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IlLwfC2dNc
https://youtu.be/_IlLwfC2dNc
https://youtu.be/_IlLwfC2dNc
https://youtu.be/_IlLwfC2dNc


UNICEF: Syrian Children Refugee Camp Video

This short video interview was produced 
by UNICEF and focuses on the life of 10 
year old Niroz and her family who are 
living in a Syrian Refugee Camp. Niroz 
speaks about life in the camp and the day 
to day challenges she and her family are 
faced with. She reminisces with her 
friends about their old lives and she 
speaks of her hopes and dreams for the 
future. 

The video gives the watcher a look into 
the realities of living in a modern day 
refugee camp 

Summary

Perhaps the most valuable aspect of this film in terms of its use as part of a Grade 
5 Inquiry is that it is centred on a young girl who is 10 years old, the same age as 
the Grade 5 students themselves. Niroz speaks, in many ways, so casually about 
their situation as she discusses how she has to go get water each day and how 
they have to share bathrooms with many other families. She is positive despite 
the hardships she is facing. She speaks about wanting to go back to school so 
that she can achieve her dream of becoming a doctor. She also brings up the 
human rights and how they do not have these rights that are supposedly for 
everyone. Students will connect with Niroz, a child just like them, but living such a 
different life. Her story can lead into the discussion of are human rights really 
universal? And into questions about dreams for the future and how not everyone 
has the same hope of achieving their dreams. Students will also see the value 
Niroz gives to school and education, something that we, here in Canada, can so 
easily take for granted. 

A worthy supplement to this discussion is a document entitled My Dreams for the 
Future. This resource was made by the UN Refugee Agency and consists of the 
hopes and dreams of young Congolese refugee children living in Burundi. 

Inquiry Applications 

“I consider everyone’s situation, but I 
also want people to consider our 

situation.” 

Niroz, 10 year old Syrian Refugee Child

http://www.unhcr.be/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf_documents/UNHCR-Children_Drawing_Book-screen.pdf#_ga=2.234346905.669828041.1496602673-462512219.1477568911
http://www.unhcr.be/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf_documents/UNHCR-Children_Drawing_Book-screen.pdf#_ga=2.234346905.669828041.1496602673-462512219.1477568911

